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MEDICAL ANNOTATIONS.

tising adulterations injurious to health ; and the second defines 
the power given to vestries, district boards, and town councils
to appoint analysts. These clauses comprise the whole sub-
stance of the Bill, and, from a consideration of them, it will
be evident how little is proposed to be done, and how much
left undone.

The measure deals with adulteration in only one of its

aspects-namely, as it affects health; and it applies solely to
articles of food and drink. It does not deal with adulteration

generally, as a question of right and wrong, honesty or dis-
honesty, or, in a word, as involving fraud ; it does not deal with
it in reference to the revenue ; it does not even include medi-

cines ; and lastly, it does not apply to either Ireland or Scot-
land. Can anything less efficient in the way of legislation be
conceived ? In the question of adulteration we have a subject
of the highest national importance. Consumers are robbed,
the revenue is defrauded, health injured, and the morality of
the nation lowered by adulteration. These are great and

acknowledged evils ; and how does Parliament, in its wisdom,
propose to remedy them? Why, by the puerile legislation
above described.

It is very questionable whether the Bill will accomplish even
the little it proposes-namely, the prevention of adulteration
injurious to health. Fines, heavy and even enormous fines,
have in the case of excisable articles utterly failed to stop
adulteration; so that much good cannot be expected to arise
from the small pecuniary penalties proposed to be inflicted

by the Bill.
The appointment of analysts under the Bill is entirely

optional; and it is doubtful whether in many cases the

power will be exercised at all. This doubt is increased by the
fact that the parties authorized to appoint the analysts are
vestries, district boards, and town councils. Now these bodies
consist in a great measure of shopkeepers, of whom it can

hardly be expected that they should carry out Mr. SCHOLE-
FIELD’S Bill with vigour and effect.
The clause authorizing the appointment of one or more

analysts by the Privy Council, contained in the two former
Bills, and omitted from that now before the House, we re-

garded as a most valuable provision. It is quite certain that
for the efficient working of any measure for the prevention
of adulteration some central authority is needed. Some general
power of control and supervision is required, as well as some
authority to which appeal might be made, either in cases of I,
doubt or by those who were unable on account of the expense to
employ a professional analyist. The large amount of good which
may be effected by even a small number of persons acting in
London as a centre, was fully shown by the results which fol-
lowed the labours of our Analytical Sanitary Commission.
The reason alleged for so little being attempted to put a stop

to the great evil and public scandal of adulteration, is the

opposition of certain interested parties, and of a few subor-
dinate members of the present Government. It is difficult to

conceive how, in a question like this, opposition can be recon-
ciled with the conscientious discharge of a public duty. We

had hoped for better things, and that the House of Commons
would have dealt with this question on broad principles of
right and justice. There never was a case for decisive legis-
lation more clearly made out, nor, in our opinion, one for which
it was easier to provide a remedy. We acknowledge, there-
fore. a feeling of deep disappointment that labours so great as

those which we have bestowed on this subject should termi-
nate, so far as this Bill is concerned, in results so inadequate
and insignificant. The fault rests with the House of Commons,
and not with Mr. SCIIOLEFIELD.

Medical Annotations.
"Ne quid nimis."

THE HEALTH OF PUBLIC SERVANTS.

SANITARY skill is nowhere employed’ under more favourable
circumstances than when it acts upon limited bodies of men,
all placed under similar conditions, and of necessity submitted
to the impulse of authority. Thus in some large Government
departments, which have been placed under the supervision of
intelligent and practised medical officers, who are allowed to

exercise a real influence in their own sphere, we see the gradual
ameliorations which a well-devised system of hygiene may
effect. The Reports of Dr. M’William, C.B., to the authorities
of the Custom House, and of Dr. Waller Lewis to the Post-

’ master-General, on the health of the officers under their care,
exhibit each year improved results ; and notwithstanding that
postmen and tide-waiters are exposed very greatly to those
alternations of temperature and vicissitudes of the weather
which were alleged in explanation of the excessive mortality
of the soldiers of the British army, yet these men are enabled

} 
under judicious management to preserve a high standard of
health. Obsta principiis is the motto of these departments,

L and by impressing this maxim on all under their charge, these
physicians succeed in vanquishing epidemics, and averting any
large proportion of serious disease. In the fifth Report of Dr.
Waller Lewis just presented, we find interesting examples of
the well-working of this principle. An epidemic of small-pox
was immediately repressed without loss of time or life ; illness
has been combated on the first moment of its appearance; and
to make this system more complete, district medical officers
have been appointed, to whom the various outpost men may
apply. The result of all this watchfulness is that the mortality
amongst the clerks and inspectors has been no more than 4 per
1000 ; and amongst the carriers, porters, and stampers, not more
than 6 per 1000. The average mortality of London is 20 per
1000. This highly favourable result is probably exceptional,
and above the possible average mean standard of life-rate ;
but it is nevertheless highly creditable to Dr. Waller Lewis,
whose efforts have mainly conduced to it. Under the head

of removable causes of disease, this gentleman relates an in-
teresting series of events, in which he acted with sound judg-
ment :-

" On the 8th of August last, I made a special report to the
effect that there was an unusual amount of diarrheea prevailing
amongst the officers of the Minor Establishment. I gave it as

my opinion, that while a portion of this was probably caused
by the sudden variations of temperature and other atmospheric
conditions, I had reason to think that a considerable part was
due to the quality of the water consumed in the office by the
men engaged in sorting duties. The water supplied to these
officers had for many years been obtained from the neighbour-
ing pump belonging to the Goldsmiths’ Company. It was con-
sidered, not only by our own officers, but, as I was informed,
by nearly all the persons residing in the neighbourhood, to be
particularly pure, sweet, cool, and pleasant. I felt certain,
however, that though it might be cool and grateful to the
palate, especially in hot weather, this might arise from other
circumstances than its purity. It was, indeed, impossible that
the soil in which the well was sunk, surrounded as it had been
for centuries with cesspools, with the contents of which it
must have been strongly contaminated, could remain in contact
with water without imparting to that fluid a large amount of
the materials from these reservoirs. It is well known that the
fluids from cesspools and drains percolate porous soils to a very
considerable distance. In all probability the ’ cool and plea-
sant’ properties ascribed to the water of the well in question
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were due to the presence of carbonic acid gas, nitre, and
nitrates, resulting from the decomposition of the animal mat-
ters in solution and suspension in the fluid. Some of this water
was therefore sent to Dr. Hassall for analysis, and the analysis
clearly showed that the water was very bad, and quite unfit
for drinking purposes. In hot weather, especially, water so
impure would tend to cause intestinal derangements. I there-
fore recommended that no more water from the pump belong-
ing to the Goldsmiths’ Company be allowed to be brought into
the building for the consumption of the men, but that the
water now supplied to the department by the New River
Company, previously filtered by passing through solid carbon,
be forthwith substituted for it.’ You approved of this course
being taken, and orders were issued on the same day to that
effect. Almost simultaneously with this being done, the num-
ber of cases of diarrheea underwent a marked diminution."

This illustrates the peculiar dangers of the surface wells
of London. We hope that Dr. Lewis may have gone further
than he tells us, and requested the proper authorities alto-

gether to close the poisonous well of the Goldsmiths’ Com-
pany. The surface wells, as we long since pointed out,
are springs of disease. " Pure as water from the spring," is
a poetic metaphor which conceals an unchemical delusion.
The wells in question contain the washings of surrounding sewers
and cesspools, partly filtered and decomposed. The phrase-
" abundant in nitrates"-is to the chemist eloquent of con-
tamination with human excreta. But to the unlearned they
are doubly a snare. Partly filtered through the earth, these
waters are comparatively clear: the carbonic acid of decom-
posed organic matter makes them sparkling, and the nitrates
render them cool to the palate. Hence the very worst waters
are the most popular. Thus Dr. Lankester, in his report on
the health of the St. James’s district, says that he finds that
" the most impure water in the parish is that of the Broad-
street pump, and it is altogether the most popular." The

large amount of mortality from cholera in this parish, in 1854,
arose from the popularity of the Broad-street pump, persons
sending from a distance to obtain it, and dying of cholera
wherever it was drunk.

THE MORTALITY ON BOARD THE "ACCRINGTON."
WE desire to keep the facts connected with the terrible and

hitherto unexplained mortality on board the transport-ship
Accrington fresh in the public mind. To the question put to
the Government in the House of Commons as to the accuracy of
the statements which we have published, Mr. Fortescue re-
plied that there was reason to fear that they were founded on
fact, but that the whole matter was at that time under in-
vestigation. We apprehend, however, that the only investi- 
gation which has been set on foot relates to the cause of death ,
of the captain and mate. We are not willing that this flagrant
instance of criminal neglect should be passed over thus silently.
Should not the lives of the ninety women and children who
have been destroyed be held as of some account 2 Surely
the lives of the captain and mate, who contributed to the
calamity by gross cruelty and misconduct, are not of so far

higher value in the official mind than those of the soldiers’
wives and children that the hecatomb thus sacrificed should

pass without the investigation awarded in the case of these
two officers of the ship ! It is very certain that such an inquiry
would leave a heavy charge at the door of officials at the India
House and of the Emigration Commissioners. This is not a

reason which will avail with the public for stifling inquiry.
Letters from Pernambuco relating to the A ccnington state :-

"This ship is now nearly ready for sea, and will proceed in
a day or two on her voyage to Calcutta.

" The Naval Court held to investigate the cause of the deaths
of Captain Horner and Mr. Cooper, the mate, has, after a strict
and careful examination, come to the following conclusion:-
" The Court, having come to the decision that no further

evidence could be obtained which could throw further light
upon the case, and taking into consideration the magnitude of
the offence, and the strong circumstantial evidence produced

against the prisoner Frederick Cannon, decide unanimously
that Frederick Cannon be sent home for trial; and that, fur-
ther, the evidence against the prisoner Obertz being insuffi-
cient, he be discharged out of custody.’

" Cannon goes home by the Oneida to take his trial for the
murder by poison of Captain Horner and the mate, Mr. Cooper.
The only reason that can be assigned for the commission of
the deed is the brutal conduct of the late commander of the
Accrington, who, from his violent conduct and extraordinary
practices, had become the terror of the whole ship. The poison
used was tartar emetic, which was mixed with the food, the
surgeon, Dr. Carroll, also nearly falling a victim.

" Of the 470 women, children, and soldiers on board the
Accrington, 90 have fallen victims to typhus fever, scarlatina,
and measles, most of the cases having occurred on the voyage
between Liverpool and this port, want of ventilation and in-
sufficient medical attendance having caused this fearful mor-
tality. Doubtless, a severe inquiry should be made respecting
this unfortunate vessel, and the result would, no doubt, prove
great neglect and carelessness in the fitting out of a vessel
intended to carry nearly 500 souls to another part of the
world. Iron sailing-ships are the worst emigrant vessels, the
heat on board in the tropics being unbearable. The women
and children were all landed here, and have recruited strength,
and, thanks to the exertions of Mr. Cowper, her Majesty’s
Consul here, are once more in a fit state to proceed on their
voyage. A new master has been appointed to the ship, and
an assistant-surgeon."

THE DENTAL SURGEONS AND THE COLLEGE
OF DENTISTS.

THOSE members of the dental body who have identified
themselves with the movement for obtaining dental diplomas
from the College of Surgeons of England, on which we have
at various times commented, are now proceeding to push their
success by protesting against the announced intention of " the
College of Dentists of England to issue diplomas of fitness to
practise dental surgery to those who shall conform to their
regulations." These intentions are declared in a protest

. which has been placed in our hands to be "wholly un-
sanctioned by law, unwarranted by precedent or by profes-
sional usage, and opposed to the opinion and feeling of the
great majority of the leading practitioners in dental surgery."
The protest is more especially directed against the issuing of
diplomas without legal authority, in the belief that such

diplomas are likely to mislead the public, by whom they may
be mistaken for the legally-authorized dental diplomas to be
granted by the Royal College of Surgeons of England, through
its dental department, consisting of surgeons and dentists in
equal numbers, and organized in accordance with the pro-
visions of a special charter granted to that body by her Majesty
in September last, in conformity with the Medical Act.

This protest is numerously and respectably signed. Pro-

bably the authors of it are aware that the same objection has
been urged against the College of Surgeons’ dental diplomas by
surgeons which they direct against those of the College of
Dentists. It has been thought that these College dental
diplomas are likely to be mistaken for College surgical
diplomas, and that quacks availing themselves of this oppor-
tunity to register, will also use it for surgical practice. We dn
not think the argument worth much in either case. If there
be a chance of mistakes, this will involve a little care on the
part of those interested in preventing them.

It is sufficiently obvious that the diplomas of a self-consti-
tuted college, without any charter or other recognised legal
standing, will labour under a great disadvantage as compared
with those of the Royal College of Surgeons. Any attempt
at simulation would so degrade the College of Dentists as

to produce its immediate dissolution. We cannot but retain
the opinion which we have formerly expressed, that the
dental profession has everything to gain by attaching itself
to the surgical profession and to the College of Surgeons. Due

precautions being taken, both bodies of practitioners will profit
by the connexion. If the College of Dentists succeed at all in
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neutralizing the obvious advantages offered by the dental de.
partment of the College of Surgeons, and in making their
diplomas generally acceptable to the profession and the public, it
can only be by carefully studying the wants and necessities of the
dental body, and affording to their degree a higher scientific value
than it at present seems likely to possess. Should this be so,
we are not so prejudiced in favour of royal and chartered insti-
tutions as to join the " majority of the trading practitioners in
dentistry " in seeking its destruction. If it be not, decay will
speedily follow inefficiency. It has no extraneous support,
and no adventitious advantages; it must, therefore, stand or
fall by its own merits. The question will be quickly decided.

A DIPLOMA CHEAP.

OUR attention has been called to another of the endless
schemes employed, in order to avoid the operation of the Medical
Act, and to enable uneducated and unprincipled men to defraud
the public. The following advertisement appeared last week
in one of the daily papers :-

" Doctors, Druggists, Chemists, or Dentists, who have noMedical Diploma, can hear of an easy method of obtaining one
by addressing, pre-paid, T. Vary, Jones’s Coffee House, 52,
Howland-street, Tottenham-court-road."
An inquiry by letter produced the following candid and in-

genuous response :-
" I have just come from America. A friend of mine had

graduated there in 1857, with all the honours, but had to
leave America without his diploma in consequence of want
of funds. Understanding that I was coming to Europe, he
begged me to pay his arrearages, graduation fees, &c., and
bring his diploma with me. I have done so; but have been
detained longer than was anticipated, and now find my
friend dead. I do not feel like losing my money. Fortu-
nately, as is common in America, the space for the name is left
blank, to allow the graduate to have it filled up to suit his
fancy by some writing master. I propose to give it up, with its
tickets, circulars, &c.; for the cash advanced, which was .623.
For all practical purposes, in this country, it is as good as if
five years’ labour and 1500 dollars had been given to obtain it.
If it will suit you, say so, as I am on the-eve of starting for
Australia." 

MEDICO-PARLIAMENTARY.

COMMONS.-Thursday, March 1st.-On the motion of Mr.

Fenwick, an address was agreed to for returns from the clerks
of the peace of the number of inquests held in each county of
England and Wales in each of the several years beginning the
29th day of September, 1849, and ending the 29th day of Sep-
tember, 1859; of the number of inquests in which the coroners’
fees have been disallowed in each of the said years; of the
amount paid for coroners’ inquests in each of the said years;
and like returns from cities and boroughs having a separate
Court of Quarter Sessions of the Peace.
LORDS.-Monday, March 5th.-The Lord Chancellor, in

moving the second reading of the Administering of Poisons Bill,
.said it had for its object to correct a serious defect in the exist-
ing law in regard to the administration of noxious substances.
As the law now stood, if poison was administered -with in-
tent to murder, it was a capital offence, and in his own ex-
perience he had seen it punished by the extreme penalty of the
law; but if no intent to murder could be proved, the law was
considered as most deplorably defective, because it was held
that by common law it was not an offence to administer poison
unless with intent to murder. The effect of this state of things
had been, that in various cases where poisonous substances had
been administered, and had produced the most serious and dis-
tressing results, the offenders had escaped punishment, because
it could not be proved that they had given the poison with in-
tent to murder. The Bill consisted of two clauses. The first
provided that the administration of poison with intent to do
grievous bodily harm should be regarded as felony, and
punished with penal servitude. The other provided that, in
the event of the administration of poison being without intent
to do grievous bodily barm, and with intent only to annoy and
aggrieve, it should be regarded as a misdemeanour, and punished
with three years’ imprisonment.
The Bill was read a second time.

The Earl of Shaftesbury said he had the honour to present a
petition from the inhabitants of Nottingham, signed by 10,000
persons, including merchants, manufacturers, magistrates,
clergymen, and members of the town council, and it prayed
that the lace trade be brought under the operation of the Fac-
tory Act. ihe master manufacturers themselves were, almost
without exception, anxious that the trade should be brought
under the operation of the Factory Act; and, as they had seen
the benefits which that Act conferred on many thousands of
workpeople, he intended to bring in a Bill to extend it to lace
factories.
The Duke of Newcastle said that the manufacturers would,

in an enlightened spirit, support the Bill. He hoped the small
manufacturers would be dealt with gently.
Lord Shaftesbury assented.
COMMONS.-Sir W. Somerville asked the Secretary for Ire-

land if it was intended, during the present session, to intro.
duce a Bill for the amendment of the Charitable Bequests Act
(Ireland).
Mr. Cardwell said he was in communication with the Board,

and that a Bill upon the subject had been prepared.
i The -Medical Acts Amendment Bill passed through com-
mittee.

Tuesday, March 6th.-On the motion of Mr. T. Duncombe,
an address was agreed to for copies of all instructions or corre.
spondence from the Privy Council office or the Poor-law Board,
addressed to boards of guardians in England and Wales, direct.
ing or authorizing the expenditure of moneys out of the paro.
chial rates for or in respect of the prosecution of persons refusing
or neglecting to have their children vaccinated; returns of all
sums so expended in each union during the year 1859; of the
number of children vaccinated in consequence of such prosecu.
tions or compulsion; and of the number of children who, having
.been vaccinated, whether under compulsion or otherwise, have
died from any cause whatsoever (distinguishing such, if any,
who have died from small-pox), and at what period after vac-
cination in each case, with summary and totals, arranged
alphabetically in counties and unions, during the year 1859.

Mr. Kekewich has procured an order for a return showing
the number of persons charged to the Income-tax under Sche-
dule B, distinguishing the numbers charged under &pound;100 a year,
under &pound;150, under &pound;200, under &pound;300, under &pound;400, under .6600,
and above &pound;500. The return is also to show the amounts of
tax received from each class.

NEW EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE
COMPANY.

THE dinner following the annual meeting of this flourishing
’Company took place on Thursday evening, Feb. 23rd, at the
Freemasons’ Tavern, at which Dr. Barlow presided. It was

attended by several eminent members of the profession, amongst
the foremost of whom we observed Dr. Babington, Dr. Copland,
Professor Fergusson, Ranald Martin, Esq., Professor Partridge,
and J. Propert, Esq. Sir James Duke, Bart., M.P., occupied
the seat immediately on the right of the chairman ; while the
vice chairs were filled by Dr. Tyler Smith, the deputy chair-
man, and Frederick Bigg, Esq., the actuary of the Company.
Upwards of sixty friends of the institution were present.
The Rev. Dr. Major, of King’s College, having said grace,
The CHAIRMAN submitted the usual loyal toasts, which were

duly honoured. He then proposed the toast of the evening-
" Success to the New Equitable Life Assurance Company."
He remarked that it was unnecessary that he should allude
to the gratifying circumstances which had brought the New
Equitable and the Medical, Legal, and General Societies to-
gether. It had been a most auspicious event for the Society.
Both Societies started with the conviction that sufficient con-
sideration was not afforded to the medical profession, and that,
whilst they could benefit the public at the same time, they
could have the opportunity of doing justice to medical men.
There was at the time an impression afloat that medical men
might be treated with indifference, but he need not say that
the New Equitable had been the chief means of dispelling this
illusion, and the principle of a fair day’s wage for a fair day’s
work had now been awarded. It was very gratifying that the
support given to this Society had been so effective. The last
few years its prospects had become brighter and brighter, and
this year a greater number of lives had been assured than in
any one year since the Society’s existence. The Society had
had very few losses, and to be able to. say that they had in one


